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What heals a hurting world? 
LOVE DOES!

LOVE DOES is a two-year, 
church-wide missional journey to 
discover how God wants to use the 
best of who we are, as individuals 
and as a church, to meet the deep 
needs in our community and in our world, and to put that learning and discerning into practice.
LOVE DOES will begin with a Year Long Mission Trip into places of brokenness in our community, 
such as homelessness, Illiteracy, incarceration, and others. We will be invited to Pray, Learn, Act and 
Reflect on what we are being called to do to bring the Kingdom of God to Wilmington (KOG2ILM) 
in these areas of emphasis.
LOVE DOES will also focus on transformation, on responding to God through the development and 
deployment of Personal Mission and Ministry Plans based on what we learn about ourselves and 
about the particular needs of our primary mission field - the Cape Fear region. 

Worship Schedule:

Welcome Our New 
Children’s Minister

We are delighted to announce that Becca Jones has accepted the call to 
become our new Minister to Children! Becca has a passion for children’s 
ministry and a love for the church. She is 
creative, innovative, energetic and loves to 
have fun! A graduate of McAfee School of 
Theology at Mercer University, Becca served 
as the Minister to Children at First Baptist 
in Augusta, GA for 9 ½ years where she met 
and served with our own Kurt Wachtel.  

Becca and her husband, Andy, who is also a 
minister and served as the Minister of 
Missions at FBC Augusta, have three 
daughters, Nadia (6), Lydia (4) and Julia (2).  
They will be arriving in Wilmington shortly 
after Easter.

April 3
“Love Prepares”
2 Cor. 5:17-21

Matt Cook

April 10
“Love Tells”

2 Cor. 5:17-21
Matt Cook

April 17
“Love Serves”

Philippians 2:1-11
Jim Everette

April 24
“Love Welcomes”
Hebrews 13:1-2

Matt Cook

May 1
“Do Something”
1 John 3:16-18

Matt Cook



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and welcoming to 
anyone, no matter where they are 

on their faith journey, and is  
intentionally joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in 
the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others 

to become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”

A Weekend 
of Reflection 
& Renewal
What does it mean to practice the 
presence of God? That was the focus 
of our spirituality retreat in February 
at Caraway Conference Center in 
Asheboro. Set in the beautiful 
Uwharrie Mountains, a dozen 
folks from FBC joined our friends 
from Oakmont Baptist Church in 
Greenville, NC for a weekend built 
around a rhythm of worship, 
reflection and conversation, as we 
developed habits that helped us to 
see and depend on God more in 
our daily activities and experience 
his guidance and direction more 
deeply in our lives.
Looking for a peaceful time in a 
beautiful setting? Longing for a 
deeper relationship with the God 
who loves you? Join us next year!
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Volunteers Needed at 
Activities Center
 Be that happy face people see when they arrive at 
the Activities Center! Volunteers are needed at the 
Activities Center on the first Tuesday and the fourth 
Monday of each month from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Both 
positions involve locking the building and setting 
the alarm and training will be provided. This is a 
great way to meet new people and to represent 
FBC by greeting and helping visitors and 
members at the Activities Center!

The Biggest Loser
 

I hate to admit it, but I’m a sucker for a good reality show. 
I still remember that looooong weekend back in the 1990’s 
when I turned on my television and accidentally wandered 

into a Real World marathon on MTV. I think I watched 
television for fourteen hours straight. Oh the horror!

 
A few years ago, I started watching another reality show. It’s 
called the Biggest Loser. The goal is to be the biggest loser 
because that means you’re losing weight. You’ve probably seen 
the looks of joy and excitement on people’s faces when they 
discover what it feels like to get rid of what they shouldn’t be carrying around and instead 
start learning how to live a better life.
 
Still, it’s not often that you find people that want to be losers, but there is another place 
where people learn that losing is actually a good thing. Imagine Jesus with his best 
gameshow host voice standing in front of a big group of people: 
 
“Congratulations everyone! You are the grand prize winners! You fed me. You welcomed 
me into your home and into your life. You even came to prison and paid me a visit.” 
 
“Wait a second,” someone in the front asks,  “What you are talking about Jesus, we would 
have loved to have done all those things for you, but we never even saw you.”
 
“Well you see,” says Jesus, “You lost your food to a hungry person that didn’t have as much 
to eat as you did. You lost your time to a stranger that needed a friend. That was me. You 
lost your safety when you went to jail to hang out with someone. That was also me. Every 
time you ‘lost’ something, without even realizing it, you were gaining the opportunity to do 
something for me. You win, because you’re all losers!”
 
Of course, that’s not just some made up story. It’s reality. One of the reasons why we’re 
inviting everyone in our church to jump in and get involved in God’s mission is because of 
how widespread the impact is, not just on the people we serve but on us as well. Sometimes 
we carry around this false idea that mission is all about ‘us’ helping ‘them’. We have the 
gospel and they don’t and so we tell them about Jesus. We have the money and they don’t 
and so we share our resources. Our lives are perfect and theirs are broken, and so we tell 
them how to fix their problems. But according to Jesus, something bigger than that is go-
ing on when we join God’s mission. We are not just doing something for people in need. 
When we love our neighbors as ourselves, God shows up and that encounter transforms 
not only our neighbors’ lives, but ours as well. When we ‘lose’, we win. 
 
Over the next few months, I’m hoping that we’re going to become a church filled with 
‘losers’. What would happen if we lost our time, our abilities, and our resources? What if 
we ‘lose’ our lives to tell people about how Jesus lost His life for our sake, and for theirs?   
Then I’m pretty sure all of us, our church, our community, our world would win 
something much better than a reality game show.



Volunteers Needed at Summer Camp

3

 

The It’s A Small World Mission Trip Fundraiser 
was a terrific night together with $22,910.50 
raised for 2016 FBC mission trips to Puerto 
Rico, South Africa, and two trips to Guatemala! 
Funds raised will also help fund our Chancel 

Choir’s trip to New York City to sing in a joint choir 
sponsored by Campbell Divinity School. A big thank 
you goes out to Tracy Hamlet, Shannon Pipkin, 
Tiffany Fountain, Sharlotte Eby, Amanda Norris, 
Nathan Tuttle and a giant group of volunteers who 
helped make this night a great success. Also thank you 
to all who attended to support FBC Mission Trips! 

FBC Activities Center Full of Fun 
& Fellowship

 

Lots of fun and laughter took place around the tables over a delicious breakfast in Smith 
Hall at the Activities Center 
on Friday, March 4. Margaret 
Johnson and her team did a 
great job hosting 65 people at 
the breakfast. The variety of 
age groups represented had a 

special treat at the end as they got to hear the 4-year-old class from the FBC Preschool 
sing a few songs about the wild animals they have been learning about. Thank you to 
everyone who made that morning a special time.

CrossTraining Kids had a great 
time at the annual Boys and Girls 
Lock-Ins in March. Yummy food, 
fun games, meaningful devotions, 
lots of laughter and making new 
friends made this year’s lock-ins 
extra special! Thank you to all the 
leaders who planned and stayed 
overnight with our kids!

Join the Camp team and experience a wonderful summer sharing the love of Jesus to children 
of FBC and their friends. Are you interested in joining this great team of camp leaders? Big 
and small jobs are all needed to make camp ministry successful. Please email: 

Brenda Cribb for Camp Jonah: albrcribb@ec.rr.com
Cindy Hudson for Camp Creation: cindyahudson@hotmail.com

Nathan Tuttle for Jr. Discipleship: ntuttle@fbcwilmington.org
Registration is still open for summer camps! Some age groups are closed- check the website 
for full updates and to register at fbcwilmington.org. Camps will fill up quickly so 
sign up soon! 

 
 

-



Sharing Life Together L

Transition Updates
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Worship Schedule

There’s a lot of change that has taken place on our staff in recent 
months. It’s hard saying goodbye to folks we love, but new faces 
bring new energy and new insights. In many cases, we didn’t just 
change the person, we’ve also made substantive changes to the 
job description. In order to help you keep track of it, we’ve 
provided a list of the staff departures and additions we have 
made in the past months, or are in the process of making now. 
Please pray for the Personnel Committee and the Pastoral Staff 
as they lead the searches still taking place.

JOB TITLE NEW STAFF PERSON FORMER JOB TITLE FORMER STAFF PERSON
Assistant for Administration and 
Worship 

Minister of Senior Adults

Assistant for Discipleship and Mission

Minister of Traditional Worship

Minister of Administration

Financial Assistant
Director of Facilities

Custodian

Minister to Children

Assistant for Connection & Care

Minister for Contemporary Worship &     
Young Adults
        

Deborah Rivenbark

Search is taking place- Mary 
Margaret Brooks is currently interim

Kelsey Creech

Steven Thomason

John Daniels

Beth Cameron
David Ellegood

Search is taking place

Becca Jones

Search is taking place- Brenda 
Walden will remain until new hire
Search is taking place-Christy Aley 
& Taylor Lee have served as interims

Church Secretary

Minister of Pastoral Care

Administrative Assistant

Minister of Music

Minister of Administration 
and Active Senior Adults
Financial Assistant
Coordinator of Facilities

Custodian

Minister to Children

Pastor’s Ministry Assistant

N/A (new position)

Judy Brown (retirement)

Frank Hawkins (retirement)

Paula Philemon 
(resigned to take a new position)
Kurt Wachtel 
(resigned to take a new position
Daryl Trexler 
(resigned to take a new position)
Marie Lane (retirement)
Joe Capell (retirement)
David Ellegood
(transitioned within staff structure)
Jeannie Troutman 
(transitioned within staff structure)

Brenda Walden  (retirement)

N/A (new position)
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    GPS Shared God’s 
Love in Puerto Rico

Our Puerto Rico Mission Trip team returned to Wilmington March 
12 after spending a week in Puerto Rico. Fifteen GPS college students, 
along with leaders Dave Ellegood and Don Vigus, spent a week building 
a church nursery/preschool addition to an existing building which was 
built in 2009 by our First Baptist Wilmington Youth Group mission trip 
team. Along with the construction project, three worship services were 
shared with the teenagers 
and adults of the Metropolis 
Baptist Church in Carolina,
Puerto Rico. The team also 
spent time with a class of 
first grade school children 
sharing God’s love through 
uncountable hugs and fun 
together.



The following memorials have been given generously, and 
we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Gene Brown
by Betty D. Murrell

by Sid & Donna Livingston

In memory of Willene “Doll” Fraley
by Allen & Julia Hunt
John & Betsy Armand

In memory of Dr. Fred Hornack
by Susan Watters

by Rosa Lee R. Watters
UNCW Department of Chemistry
In memory of Elsie Corbett Hatch

by Marcia A. Horton

Temple of 
Israel “Invite 
Your Neighbor” 
Service
Friday, April 
8th, 8:00 p.m
Members of The 
Temple of Israel 
are opening up 
their doors 
Friday, April 8, for 
their “Invite Your 
Neighbor” Service. 
This service offers 
the community 
a chance to learn 
about Judaism 
and Jewish 
worship. Included 
will be a close-up 
look at the Torah, the scroll containing the first 
five books of the Bible in Hebrew. Rabbi Paul 
Sidlofsky of the Temple of Israel will also explain 
Jewish prayers and traditions. Refreshments will be 
served at a social hour after the service, offering

visitors more time to ask questions.

Recognized as North Carolina’s oldest Jewish house of 
worship, the Temple has stood in Wilmington since 

1876. Its Reform congregation has grown by nearly 60 
percent in the past three years, and a new educational

 and administrative building is nearing completion.

Join Us for Tuesday 
Noon Worship
Join us for Tuesday Noon each week! We meet each 
week for a wonderful meal ($5/person) and time of
 fellowship that is followed by a short devotional. 
The upcoming schedule is as follows:

The updated schedule and menu are always on 
our website under the Worship tab. 

March Goals:
March Receipts:

 
Local Missions Offering: $1,557.00

Mission Trip Fundraiser: $22,910.50 

Music Ministry
In memory of Mararuth Cox

by Ann & Gene Brown

Children’s Fund
In memory of Chuck Liese

by Clint & Kathy Meyer
 

Feeding Ministry
In honor of Paula Lanier

by the Lanier Ladies Sunday 
School Class

Attendance

 Worship       550            521          591          848      
Sunday        504           490           498          399
School      

MAR
13

MAR
20

MAR
27

April 5    
April 12 
April 19
April 26

May 3

$184,040.00
$158,574.00
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YTD Goals:
YTD Receipts:

$487,865.00
$484,390.27

March 2016 Giving

Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Stuart Davis on the loss of his father, 
Robert Davis, on March 14. 
Christian sympathy is extended to Linda King on the loss of her mother, 
Elvia Pearson, on February 25.
Christian sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Chuck Liese 
on his passing on March 7. Chuck was a member of FBC for 5 years.
Christian sympathy is extended to Jill Pack on the loss of her father, 
Hartley Wilder, on March 8.
Christian sympathy is extended to Jo McCall on the loss of 
her mother, Joanne P. Webster, on March 4.

New Arrivals
Congratulations to Kenny and Melissa and grandparents Ken & 
Jeannette Woodruff on the birth of their daughter and 
grandaughter, respectively, Hazel Jean Woodruff, on March 18.
 

MAR
6

Jim Everette
Guest Speaker Daryl Trexler
Matt Cook
John Daniels
Nathan Tuttle

FORMER STAFF PERSON



June 13 - 21
July 2 - 9 

July 9 - 16 

July 21 - 28
August 1 - 5 

A Day in the Country 
with the Harrelson Center

Come out for a day of fun in the country at Genteel 
Plantation to benefit The Harrelson Center on 
Thursday, April 28th, 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. This will 
be a fun-filled day of skeet shooting, fishing, cornhole, 
putt putt golf, archery and more! Guests will also enjoy 
a hotdog lunch and a delicious country dinner. After 
dinner, head to the firepit for s’mores or line dance to 
live music!  Don’t miss out on the chance to win a Bob 
Timberlake painting and much more in our raffle. 
Individual tickets are $100 and include all activities 
(except skeet shooting which is limited to sponsors). 
For tickets or sponsorship opportunities, contact 
Meghan at info@harrelsoncenter.org or 910-343-8212. 

CWJC Parade 
of Tables

Join Christian Women’s Job Corps at their 7th Annual 
Parade of Tables fundraiser on Saturday, April 23 from  

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Winter Park Baptist Church 
Family Life Center. Enjoy local musicians, “The Bridge” 

stories and a scrumptious salad buffet. 
“The Bridge” is a program where women help women and 
men help men, by waking alongside, empowering and 

encouraging them. CWJC has an 85% success rate of helping 
women grow into stability and their program for men is just beginning. Cost is $25 per ticket and you must 

RSVP by calling Sandy Smith at 799-1736 or email sssmith@ec.rr.com.

 

Offering for Inner City Missions
Goal - $7,500

The special mission offering for April is our 
Easter Offering for Inner-city Missions. Money 
received in the specially designated offering 
envelopes will be used to enhance and expand the 
ministry of the Harrelson Center, which is a 
nonprofit center that recognizes people’s urgent 
needs in life and encourages, uplifts and assists 
them in rebuilding their lives through the services 
provided at the center. Most of you are aware that 
the Harrelson Center is located in the same block as our downtown church campus which was formerly the 
New Hanover County Law Enforcement Center. The Harrelson Center provides below-market rental rates and 
free utilities for its nonprofit partners and coordinates social and educational opportunities, promotes partner 
services to the community and provides volunteer recruitment. This synergistic environment allows all of the 

ministries to operate more efficiently and better utilize their funding.
The Harrelson Center has also recently expanded their ministry by opening 
the Help Hub in October, which provides short-term or emergency assistance 
to individuals and families in need of financial help and/or guidance to 
connect them with additional resources to needs such as transportation, shelter, 
and utility and medical bills. Through established community relationships, the 
Harrelson Center connects those in need to other community resources when 
services required are not provided through the Center. The Harrelson Center is 
a place where needs are met, dreams are fostered and hope abounds. To find 
out more about the Harrelson Center and their nonprofit partners, 

                   visit www.harrelsoncenter.org.

Youth Happenings
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“Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, 
        be ye reconciled to God.” 
                   - 2 Corinthians 5:20

Youth Happenings

            

Medical Forms (located on the FBC website) and final balances for all summer trips 
(including Bimini & Guatemala) will be due before or on Sunday, May 15!

YOUTH HAPPENINGS

“BE THE LIGHT” NIGHT OF WORSHIP
Friday, April 22 at 6:30 p.m.
 This past January, 200 students and leaders came together for the inaugural “Be 
The Light” event sponsored the youth ministries from FBC, First Presbyterian, 
St. James Episcopal, and Wrightsville United Methodist. 200 soup kits were made 
that night that were distributed to people in our community through the Help Hub at the 
Harrelson Center.
 The next “Be The Light” event will take place at our Activities Center on Friday, April 22. 
We will host a night of worship for teenagers in our community with the same partnering 
churches. The event is FREE. Doors open at 6:30pm with light food served, then concert 
& mission project from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. Worship will be led by the Justin Teseniar 
Band (from Gainesville, GA who will also be our worship leader for Mission Serve week in July). As a part 
of the evening 200 blessing bags will be assembled that will be distributed at the Help Hub. This will be a great evening for 
teenagers to come and be in the midst of everything they have going on in their lives as they get close to the end of another school year. 
 HOW YOU CAN HELP: We are collecting bottles of water for this event to be included in the blessing bags. FBC members are encouraged to 
drop off a pack of bottled water prior to or on April 22 for this event at the Activities Center. 

MISSION SERVE - July 2-9, 2016
Students and adults from New Jersey, Virginia, South Carolina, and North Carolina are coming 
to serve our local community! We in turn, will serve them by hosting everyone all week at the 
Activities Center. The total group of 150 will be working on home repairs and ministry sites in 
the Wilmington area, and worshiping together in the evenings. In the next few months, we will 
be looking for people at FBC to get involved from welcoming our guests, feeding them, and 
making them feel at home!

9TH GRADE RETREAT WAS A SPECIAL TIME
 The 9th grade class at FBC had a fruitful weekend on a retreat designed just for them March 
4-6 at the beautiful Camp Agape in Fuquay Varinia. The theme of the weekend was God’s Story, 
My Story, Our Story. Students had the opportunity to reflect on the meaning of their names, 
God’s invitation to follow Him, and creatively share their stories/testimonies with their peers. 
The retreat also serves as a time to check in and hear how the first year of high school is really 
going. The group did a small mission project on Saturday afternoon as part of the weekend on 
the grounds of the camp. What makes this retreat truly special are the attending small group 
leaders who have been committed to these students for their 7th-12th grade years. One fresh-
man commented, “I feel closer to the group as a result of the weekend, but more importantly I 
feel a lot closer to God.” Thank you to David Taylor, Kimberly Jenkins, and Gary Harris for 
helping make this a great weekend.

2016 YOUTH 
MISSION TRIPS
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June 13 - 21
July 2 - 9 

July 9 - 16 

July 21 - 28
August 1 - 5 

High School Senior Trip to Bimini

FBC hosts Mission Serve week

Current 8th & 9th Grade Mission Trip to Washington DC

Current 10th – 12th Grade Mission Trip to Guatemala

Current 6th & 7th Grade Youth Camp to Georgia
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Mission Possible Day

Mission Possible Day is Saturday, April 23 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Join us for a fun day with family and friends as we make 
a difference in our community and help our neighbors in need. We will dig footings for a Habitat for Humanity house and 
build  handicap ramps for two senior adults and plant flowers at their homes. Meet at the Activities Center at 8:00 a.m. for 

coffee, juice and donuts before we break into groups and get to work!

                                            


